Merkel cell tumor: diagnosis, prognosis, and management.
The histologic features of the Merkel cell and the pathologic characteristics of the Merkel cell tumor are described. From a literature review, 68 cases are examined; 23 cases that have been followed up accurately are presented from the Mayo Clinic. A representative case is used to demonstrate the problems of diagnosis and suggested treatment. The latter should be wide local resection with removal of nodal metastases if present. When indicated, this should be followed up with radiation therapy. Chemotherapy is of little or no value. Survival rates are presented.